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Indigenous Community Sharing Meeting 
Housing Now - Place-Keeping at 1631 Queen Street East and Kishigo Lane 
Wednesday, March 24, 2021, 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

MEETING SUMMARY 
Meeting Overview 
On Wednesday, March 24, 2021 CreateTO and the City of Toronto hosted the second Indigenous 
Community Sharing Meeting to continue discussions about place-keeping opportunities for the 
Housing Now site at 1631 Queen Street East, including Kishigo Lane. The meeting brought together 
Indigenous peoples as well as Councillor Brad Bradford, the City of Toronto’s Indigenous Affairs Office 
and consultants retained by CreateTO including SvN Architects + Planners, Two Row Architect, 
Swerhun Inc. and Nbisiing Consulting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elder Pauline Shirt provided the opening and closing invocation and thanksgiving. Councillor Brad 
Bradford participated in the meeting, sharing opening and closing remarks. A brief overview and 
update on the Housing Now Initiative and the 1631 Queen Street East site was shared by Chantelle 
Burgess (CreateTO). Matthew Hickey (Two Row) reviewed feedback from the first Indigenous 
Community Sharing meeting in December 2020 and presented the results of the work that’s happened 
since then, including: landscape principles; utilities and servicing; site constraints; opportunities to tell 
the story of the Lost Rivers; opportunities to tell the story of the Land; opportunities to connect to the 
Earth, Sky, and Water; opportunities for a series of places with varying scales; and a diagrammatic 
site plan.   
The meeting was facilitated by Bob Goulais of Nbisiing Consulting with support from Nicole Swerhun 
of Swerhun Inc. Nicole delivered the Land Acknowledgement on behalf of the CreateTO and the City 
of Toronto’s Housing Now team. As facilitators that are not advocating for any particular outcome of 
this project, the intent of this summary is to capture the perspectives shared during the discussion. 
This meeting summary is being shared in draft with participants prior to being finalized. 

  

Screen shot from the meeting 
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Quick Snapshot of Feedback 
Participants shared the following feedback in response to the materials shared: 
1. Overall, many participants commended the initiative and thanked the consultant teams, the City 

and CreateTO for bringing the meeting together. 
2. It’s important that the space be welcoming, whether that be through gateways or by drawing 

people into art (like pillars with the Seven Grandfather teachings).  
3. Many design ideas were shared for the team to consider, from spaces for sacred fires and 

storytelling, to heated seating and access and/or representations of water, to space for Indigenous 
artists. 

4. Think about maximizing natural elements and minimizing environmental impacts. 
5. Make connections locally to Woodbine Park and city-wide to other Indigenous placekeeping 

initiatives. 
6. Have a design that makes it easy to move to, from, and around the space. 
7. Find a solution for accessing the utilities below the laneway. 
 
More detail on each of these points is provided in the rest of the summary. 
 
More Detailed Feedback Summary 
1. Overall, many participants commended the initiative and thanked the consultant teams, the 

City and CreateTO for bringing the meeting together. The discussion focused on the power of 
place and how much can be done in the space – whether it is for gathering, teachings about water, 
ceremonies, our beautiful narratives from the Creation Stories, and how our thoughts manifest into 
other thoughts and Creation around us. Many said they look forward to next meeting. The group 
was also reminded that “Sharing Circles” are done in ceremony with specific protocols that cannot 
be replicated with the virtual meeting format, and so while this meeting was valuable, it is not a 
Sharing Circle. 
 

2. It’s important that the space be welcoming. There was discussion about how to incorporate a 
gateway or gateways into the design, connecting back to how visitors are welcomed in Indigenous 
communities. “There was smell of stew and the door is always open.” Think about how to attract 
folks walking by on Queen Street. Another idea was having seven large pillars with the Seven 
Grandfather teachings on them as an interesting way to enter the space. This would draw people 
into conversations in a real welcoming space.  Food, through growing food and places to share 
food (i.e. tables and feast ceremony space) was discussed.  Having traditional medicines and 
Indigenous plants also make the place feel like “home” for Indigenous peoples. 

 
3. Many design ideas were shared for the team to consider, including: 

 
• Honouring Water (for example, a waterfall flowing from a rock).  The Kishigo family provided 

water to settlers and their neighbours through a nearby community well, and that the location 
of that historic well is near the present-day Gerrard Street Library (Miigwetch, Joanne for 
sharing this new information); 

• Space for sacred fires (“It would be incredible at Queen and it would fit in with the 
neighbourhood to have a fire space there for smaller, scalable ceremonies i.e. sharing circles, 
pipe ceremonies, loss of family members, Full Moon Ceremonies; 

• Incorporating rock (since Mother Earth includes rock, many people originate in the north in 
Canadian Shield landscapes, sometimes we offer tobacco on rock); 

• Space for storytelling, in a circular space; 
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• Space for our elders/seniors;  Possible intersection between the elders space and child care 
space. 

• A medicine garden and cedar trees (with caution from one participant that “It’s a bit of western 
thinking to have a medicine garden” and from another participant who suggested avoiding a 
“fortress like” feel when protecting medicines and natural areas);  

• Art space for Métis artists, Inuit artists, and other indigenous nations that live in Toronto; 
• Consider timber structures and use of natural materials; 
• Spaces for people to fill their water bottles and wash their hands and use a toilet; and 
• Heat the seating area so it’s warm and safe place to sit, and if someone ends up falling asleep 

there and they won’t freeze to death.  
 
4. Think about maximizing natural elements and minimizing environmental impacts. This 

includes thinking about: 
 
• How sustainable development will be incorporated, including the potential for solar panels. The 

project team said that the development will be required to follow Toronto’s Green Standards, 
Version 3, Tier 2. The City will require a minimum performance standard that respondents can 
exceed. Solar roofs are an option for developers as part of Tier 2; 

• The space should be green space and not filled with concrete sidewalks; 
• Use of natural materials to be consistent with the natural green space.  i.e. timber rather than 

steel. 
• How to plan waste management, water, flood water, green roofs, etc. well ahead of time; 
• Climate change and the fact that it makes the city hot and dry;  
• Using space between the buildings and the lane to create breezeway; and 
• Thinking ahead on how to manage dogs. 
 

5. Make connections locally to Woodbine Park and city-wide to other Indigenous placekeeping 
initiatives.  
 
• There was discussion about the potential to connect any meeting spaces being considered for 

the laneway to also think about if or how to formally connect them with the large 
meeting/performance space in Woodbine Park. The team said that there have been some 
internal discussions about this and ideas on how to use the larger park as an extension of the 
lane, but this is not figured out yet. Larger gatherings are possible in the larger park. 

• There was discussion about how Indigenous placekeeping is on the rise and how much has 
been learned. It was suggested that the team consider connecting the many different projects 
(e.g. OCAD, one at new Law Society building, etc.) and being able to learn about the culture 
from the community themselves. The Spirit Garden at Nathan Phillips Square for example is 
using QR codes that take people scan with their phones and direct them to a website that 
allows them to learn more about the culture. The teaching and the learning for non-indigenous 
people is important. The City of Toronto explained that the intention is develop a strategy to 
connect Placekeeping across the city. 

• The space could also be a way of teaching user of the space about the Treaty, the Michi 
Saagiig, Indigenous peoples, history and reconciliation. 

 
6. Have a design that makes it easy to move to, from, and around the space. Suggestions 

included a barrier free space with no curbs, stones at the edge of sidewalks to mark walking 
spaces, an area where wheelchairs or scooters can easily move through the space and a section 
where a bicycle can be locked up. 

 
7. Find a solution for accessing the utilities below the laneway. A participant wondered whether 

it’s possible to build a concrete utility corridor underneath the laneway to avoid the problem seen in 
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other parts of the city where streets are dug up every year to access utilities. The City indicated 
that what’s under street is old, so it’s a challenge to put a moratorium limiting access to the utilities. 
It may be possible to have modular pieces that can come up in and out. We will make sure that 
we’re clear that the laneway is not something that can be ripped up the year it goes in. 

Next Steps 
Matthew and Bob wrapped up the meeting by thanking the participants for all of their ideas and 
words, with Matthew saying that he looks forward to incorporating all that we have heard into the 
design guidelines for the lane. Councillor Bradford and members of the CreateTO and City teams 
provided closing remarks, thanking everyone for their participation, highlighting the website for 
more information at www.createto.ca/1631queen. 
Bob closed the evening by delivering a closing invocation/thanksgiving.  


