
Meeting Instructions

▪ Today’s meeting will be recorded for a summary report.

▪ Take a moment to familiarize yourself with Zoom. Ensure your audio and 

video are connected.

▪ You will be muted during the meeting.

▪ To raise your hand, click “Participants” and then “Raise Hand”. The meeting 

host will unmute you to ask your question during the Q&A session.

For technical support, feel free send a message to Alexander Furneaux through the Zoom chat or 

email afurneaux@lura.ca



Poll Question #1

How did you find out about the public meeting?

a. Website

b. Social media

c. Councillor newsletter

d. Signs

e. Email

f. Word of mouth

g. Other



Acknowledgement

We acknowledge the land we are meeting on is the traditional territory of 

many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, 

the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and is now 

home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis. We also 

acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas 

of the Credit. 



Agenda

1) Welcome and Team Introductions

2) Opening Remarks

3) Park Overview and Context

4) Park Conceptual Design Overview

5) Q & A

6) Next Steps



Staff and Team Introductions



Opening Remarks

Councillor Paula Fletcher

Ward 14, Toronto-Danforth

Telephone: 416-392-4060
Email: councillor_fletcher@toronto.ca



Leslie Slip Lookout Park 
Public Consultation Meeting #1
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Current Site Condition – 12 Leslie Street



▪ Council Direction:
► December 2017, Port Lands Planning Framework (PLPF) adopted

► Staff directed by Council to develop an implementation plan for the 

Leslie Green Portal, including the Leslie Slip Lookout Park.

► The Port Lands Planning Framework 
► The Plan establishes: 

► A 50 year+ vision and policy directions for the Port Lands

► A context for positive change

► New and enhanced policy direction for recommended Official Plan 

modifications to the Central Waterfront Secondary Plan 

► The Port Lands will continue to be the home to many existing 

commercial, port industrial and film/creative uses. 

► Provides framework for introduction of new uses, which include 

parks & open spaces.

► The Leslie Slip Lookout will provide a naturalized plaza and 

lookout down the Ship Channel

Background



Indigenous Engagement

Our Commitment:  To listen and share your perspectives to ensure your voice is 

heard and understood

Objectives:

▪ Obtain input and feedback from First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities

▪ Engage in a dialogue on opportunities to integrate Indigenous perspectives 

in the Leslie Slip Lookout Park

▪ Understand Indigenous-specific interests and considerations

▪ Build on the relationships Indigenous communities and the project 

proponents

▪ Undertake a collaborative engagement process that meets the needs of 

Indigenous communities



Indigenous Engagement Approach

Value Commitment

Respect We will always be respectful in our time together.

Meaningful You will tell us when engagement is meaningful.

Collaborative We will be collaborative in how we work together.

All engagement will be designed and facilitated using traditional Indigenous protocols and 

values led by the Seven Grandfather Teachings of the Anishinaabe and the philosophy of 

the Good Mind of the Haudenosaunee.



Indigenous Engagement Model

• Mississaugas of the Credit

• Six Nations of the Grand River

• Huron-Wendat Nation

• Toronto-York Region Métis Council

• Toronto Inuit Association

• Native Women's Resource Centre

• ENAGB Indigenous Agency

• 2-Spirit People of the First Nations

Grass-roots First Nations, Métis and Inuit 

in neighborhoods and across the City.

Health, social, cultural agencies.

Members of Toronto Aboriginal Social 

Supports Council (TASSC).

The ‘medicine wheel’ illustrates the holistic, 

inclusive and diverse makeup of Indigenous 

peoples in the City of Toronto.

Participation will be sought from the 

various sectors within Indigenous 

communities.



LESLIE SLIP LOOKOUT
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WHO WE ARE + WHAT WE DO
The design team for Leslie Slip Lookout is a three-way ‘pas-de-trois’ anchored by Claude Cormier + Associés as the design lead for Landscape, gh3* as 
creator of the lookout structure, and Arup as the lead in engineering and construction management.  

Established in 1995, Claude Cormier + Associés is a firm of 14 professionals who approach 
landscape architecture from a rigorous conceptual position with solid technical know-how.  
Recipient of over 100 awards, the urban landscape is their cause. It is complex, constraint-ridden, 
with the nearly impossible task of pleasing everybody. The firm’s response to these challenges is to 
invent a fresh place-based response that strives to elevate the public experience and transform 
civic life by designing public spaces that are visceral, authentic, generous, and sustainable.  

The firm takes landscape very seriously, and accepts projects that involve serious landscapes.  
Claude Cormier + Associés prioritizes projects that require a critical position to integrate 
a multidisciplinary team into a coherent and unified direction. A design attitude of less 
‘landscaping’ and more landscape ‘synthesizing’ is used to solve complex problems 
that address functionality while going beyond to create places that are universally meaningful 
yet specific to everyone.  

Claude Cormier
Principal 
Landscape Architect

Marc Hallé 
Associate, Senior
Landscape Architect

Cloë Cousineau
Intermediate
Landscape Designer

Carlos Portillo 
Junior 
Landscape Designer

Pat Hanson
Principal
Architect

Ramond Chow 
Principal
Architect

Chales Ormsby
Lead Engineer
Civil + Sustainability

Matt Humphries
Lead Engineer
Structural

Andrew Cushing
Lead Engineer
Geotechnical

Svetan Veliov
Lead Engineer
Electrical

Nikolic Mladin
Lead Engineer
Mechanical

Alexander Hucal
Lead Engineer
Construction Mngmt

Arup is a global consulting, design, and engineering firm 
that is the creative force at the heart of many of the world’s 
most prominent projects in the built environment. Working 
in over 140 countries, Arup has more than 14,000 planners, 
designers, engineers and consultants delivering innovative 
projects across the world. Great design comes from a 
commitment to quality, creativity and multidisciplinary 
collaboration. Arup’s reputation for design excellence is 
evidence of their abiding belief in all three. Their employee-
owned structure promotes ongoing investment in joint 
research to yield better outcomes for clients and partners. 
Arup’s culture looks a lot like the future: globally-connected, 
locally-focused and radically innovative.

Sugar Beach, Toronto

+Pool, New York City

With a modernist’s eye to order and beauty, and an environmentalist’s awareness of sustainability and long–term thinking, gh3* brings 
specialized expertise in architecture, landscape, urban design and ecology to the design team. A firm of 20 architects and landscape 
architects, gh3* offers a complete range of architecture, urban design and landscape architecture services to academic, institutional, 
and public and private sector clients in Canada. 

Founded in 2006, gh3* has been recognized as one of Canada’s most innovative integrated practices; having been awarded over 
40 design awards, including 14 national design awards and five Governor General’s Awards, as well as acclaim from Fast Company 
Magazine in 2020 as one of the most innovative architecture firms in the world.  A belief in an integrated, holistic approach to design 
and sustainability is central to the gh3* philosophy. Concerns for the environment stand at the centre of the firm’s approach—
sustainability is not dealt with separately, but as part of the concert of architectural design. Design solutions prioritize life quality, health, 
safety and an inclusive environment for all as the firm works to promote innovation and new technological advances that aide and 
propel the local community forward.Borden Park,

Edmonton
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Figure 4 Aerial Photo 1949, the Port Lands looking westward 
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A SANDBAR IN THE PORT LANDS
The proposed Leslie Slip Lookout is located at the east end of the Ship Channel that transects the industrial terrain of the Port Lands.  Before earth filling of the Ashbridges Bay marsh 
began over a century ago, the landscape was very different than it is today.  The site of the Leslie Slip Lookout is situated on what used to be a shifting sandbar barrier beach, 
inspiring a vision to create a new public space that can re-establish some of the qualities from this lost landscape that appeal to the human scale and senses.

LESLIE SLIP 
LOOKOUT

LESLIE SLIP 
LOOKOUT
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IMMERSED IN THE 
INDUSTRIAL PICTURESQUE

The Leslie Slip Lookout embraces the look and feel of its industrial 
context, re-identifying the landscape of labour and work into one 

of play and recreation. Looking out over a landscape of “big toys”, 
the park delivers an unfamiliar vantage of being immersed in a 

landscape that is oversized, brutal, and surreal.
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LESLIE SLIP LOOKOUT

ANOTHER DESTINATION ON 
TORONTO’S WATERFRONT BEACHSCAPE
Toronto is a city of beaches.  The Leslie Slip Lookout proposes a new beach on the water’s edge, distinguished 
by sand and green dunes that mimic the neighbouring aggregate stockpiles and silos of grit, counterintuitively 
creating a destination of pleasure and delight in what would appear to be an impossible setting.
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TOMMY THOMPSON PARK. NATURAL SPONTANEOUS VEGETATION

LESLIE STREET GREEN PORTAL. TYPICAL URBAN DISTRICT
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LESLIE SLIP LOOKOUT AS THE THRESHOLD OF TWO LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES



YANN ARTHUS-BERTRAND. LA TERRE VUE DU CIEL, TOURISTES 
SUR UNE PLAGE DE FUERTEVENTURA, 2000, P. 208
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PUBLIC INTIMACY IN AN UNLIKELY SETTING
The Leslie Slip Lookout is designed to create surprising comfort in a relatively inhospitable condition.  Topography and vegetation shield noise and 
dust, with the space pivoted towards the southwest to optimize sunlight and warmth.  Sub-spaces in the park are subtly defined by topography, 
surface materials, and vegetation, allowing individuals to be alone with their thoughts, as well as couples and small groups to be bear to each 
other without getting in each other’s way. At the same time, these sub-spaces are designed to work as a singular unified commons capable of 
accommodating large civic gatherings.



LESLIE STREET

M
A

RTIN
 G

O
O

D
M

A
N

 TRA
IL

STRADA LANE

LESLIE STREET ALLOTMENT GARDENS

SHIP CHANNEL

SHADE

SUN

8
LESLIE SLIP LOOKOUT

The Leslie Slip Lookout adapts the language of the district’s stockpiles 
and utilitarian infrastructure, using vegetation and programming to 
transform these elements into a park.

The ying and the yang of the plan are separated by a diagonal path 
that divides the beach from the green dunes.  Additional pathways 
from Leslie Street converge at a gathering hub which slopes towards the 
threshold of the beach. From the park’s edges, visitors are guided by 
sight lines towards the silo-esque lookout structure, from where the eye 
is pivoted towards the sand and Ship Channel beyond. At this point the 
transition into the park is complete, from ‘terrain vague’ to ‘terrain vue’.

AN INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE RECYCLED 
INTO A DESTINATION OF RESPITE + RECREATION
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This site is a jewel, but not one that needs a precious palette of materials to 
shine.  Leslie Slip Lookout take its material cue from the surrounding heavy 
industrial context, upholding a straightforward material aesthetic that is 
durable and will not impose onerous demands for long term maintenance.

THE PORTLANDS PALETTE 
REPURPOSED FOR PLEASURE

INDIGENOUS HERBACEOUS 
GROUNDCOVER

SWALE

UNIVERSAL ACCESS
WOOD DECK

SPACE FOR 2 VOLLEYBALL COURTS

GEAR SHAPED PLATFORM

CONCRETE CURB
LIGHT POSTS (DIRECT BURY)

LAWN

SAND

CONCRETE LOOKOUT STRUCTURE 
WITH UNIVERSAL WASHROOM
PERMEABLE TREE PITS

BIKE RACKS

BEACH

PLAZA

FORESTED DUNES

FORESTED DUNES

FORESTED DUNES

ASPHALT PATHWAYS

DIRECT BURY CONCRETE
LIGHT POSTS

UNIVERSAL ACCESS
WOOD DECK

TREE PITS WITH LESLIE SPIT 
WEATHERED BRICK RUBBLE

PROTECTIVE WOOD FENCE 



± 3900m3 OF SOIL 
TO SHAPE 3 DUNES 

PROFILES

+4.5m

+4.5m

+3m

PLAZA BEACHFORESTED DUNESLESLIE STREET SHIP CHANNEL

+3m
+4.5m

74.60+
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CUT + FILL : LOCAL REMEDIATION 
FOR LONG TERM SUSTAINABILITY
The beach and green dune topography provide a cut and fill opportunity to retain 
existing contaminated soils on site, capped with a 1.5m thick softscape cover.  This 
strategy minimizes removals of contaminated fill from the site as well as the volume 
of new fill needed to build up the park’s topography. The upper layer of this clean 
cap will be planted with herbaceous planting of native species.  Larger trees with 
aggressive roots - particularly poplars and willows - will penetrate beyond this cap 
to ameliorate retained site soils below.

A low-tech and timeless approach to drainage gives priority to site permeability 
through the use of dry swales and the sponge properties of the beach, minimizing 
reliance on hard civil infrastructure and reducing the volume of water discharged 
to sewers from the site.

The park expression that results from this cut and fill strategy elevates visitors to have 
a clear vantage of the Ship Channel and the Toronto skyline beyond.  In addition to 
giving privilege sunset views, these forested mounds create a buffer to shield the grit 
and noise of the working industrial port, while at the same time amplifying a surprisingly 
playful immersion within a heavy industrial milieu.  These vertical gestures in the park 
reach their climax at the park lookout, providing wayfinding at the ground level and 
prospect from the perched mirador above.

CUT & FILL 
STRATEGY TO RETAIN 
MATERIALS ON SITE



PLAZA BEACHFORESTED DUNESLESLIE STREET SHIP CHANNEL

74.60

JUNE 2019 WATER LEVEL: 75.92
DOCKWALL 76.2

76.7

++++

DRYWELL STORAGE 
UNDER BEACH

INFILTRATION 
IN BERMS

OVERFLOW TO 
EXISTING STORM

DRYWELL STORAGE UNDER PATHS

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT + 
SOIL RECHARGE STRATEGY
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THE LOOKOUT AT THE LESLIE SLIP
Positioned at the side of the central gathering hub is a 10 metre tall cylindrical concrete structure that offers 
a space for park operations at the ground level, along with a perched lookout to experience the 360 degree 
view of the Port Lands panorama from the roof.

The ground level arched entryway is carved from this miniature silo, providing a visual cue leading to the 
interior. This arch has a shifted counterpart on the second floor that compels the gaze to turn towards the 
beach and the view of the Ship Channel.
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LESLIE SLIP LOOKOUT

PLANTING: A WHITE NOISE CANOPY THAT CLEANS THE SOIL

The Leslie Slip Lookout is planted with trees and 
groundcovers that draw from the robust successional 
vegetation observed throughout the Port Lands.  
The tree canopy of the forested fringe on the outer 
edges along the streets filters dust and grit, the shush 
of trembling leaves from poplars and willows calming 
noise from the industrial activities next door.

Connected though the proposed Leslie Green Portal 
corridor, the successional starter planting of this forest 
fringe is intended to tap into the latent ecologies 
emerging at nearby Tommy Thompson Park.  
Temporary dune fencing creates a no-go zone to aid 
with the establishment of natural systems throughout 
the site perimeter.

Eastern Cottonwood Poplars and Weeping Willows 
are keys in the phytoremediation strategy to mitigate 
retained contaminated soils in-situ, in a way that 
upholds the health and well-being for the public as 
well as for non-human species.  

Care has been given to link all planting soil 
zones across the site, promoting mycorrhizal 
interconnectivity and sustaining a moisture 
continuum that will foster these trees to reach their 
potential as giants.
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ARTIST GUIDO VAN HELTEN IN SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
TOWN OF COONALPYN, PHOTO BY NAT TRAEGER

FEW PEOPLE MORE PEOPLE
(AMPHITHEATRE)

YEAR ROUND PROGRAM : 
THINGS TO DO BEYOND THE VIEW

A Place to be Quiet or Loud
Located at a distance away from the mainstream city, the Leslie Slip Lookout is 
positioned to become a get-away for quiet contemplation, while also providing 
a great place to make a lot of noise.  The park is designed with an open-ended 
flexibility that can comfortably accommodate solitary visitors, couples and small 
groups, while providing an amphitheatre venue for larger meetups and medium-
sized gatherings that range from festival film screenings to specialized music 
events like Montreal’s Piknic Électronique and IglooFest.

Platform Gears
In the spirit of found objects and the industrial history that characterize the Port 
Lands and the Leslie Spit, oversized precast concrete gear-shaped platforms 
are integrated throughout the space to provide artful seating, a place to perch, 
climb, or lie down.  

Public Art
As a destination for art, the Leslie Slip Lookout also has ample space to host 
rotating large scale installations in a manner similar to Socrates Sculpture Park 
in NYC, or previous temporary art installations on the Toronto Waterfront such as 
the giant Rubber Duck sculpture at HtO Park in 2017, or the SOS (Safety Orange 
Swimmers) installation near Harbour Square Park in 2019 that brought attention to 
the global refugee crisis.

outdoor movies / volleyball / foodtrucks / cruising 
/ bicycling / resting / contemplating / playing / 
watching industrial activities / birdwatching / art fairs / 
pop-up events / small music festivals / sunset picnics /...

PICNIK ELECTRONIC, MONTREAL

A Venue for Street Art + Street Food
A street art program could also be curated to 
transform the hard materials in and around the 
park into expressive surfaces of beauty and 
meaning.  The asphalt paving, gear-shaped 
platforms, and even the giant silos on the 
neighbouring site could double as canvases to 
refresh the experience of the park on potentially 
an annual for bi-yearly basis.  This is also an ideal 
site for food trucks, with hook-up services to be 
built into the park.



POLL #2 - ACTIVITIES

17
LESLIE SLIP LOOKOUT

SITTING/RELAXING

EXERCISING/PLAYING SPORTS

PICNICKING

MEETING UP WITH FRIENDS/FAMILY

WATCHING THE BOATS IN THE SHIP CHANNEL

BIKE STOPOVER

SUNSET WATCHING

A)

B)

C)

D)

E)

F)

G)

WHAT ACTIVITIES WOULD YOU SEE YOURSELF DOING AT THE 
LESLIE SLIP LOOKOUT PARK?
(PARTICIPANTS CAN SELECT MULTIPLE ANSWERS)
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PLUGGING INTO
EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE

The Leslie Slip Lookout site is already fully serviced 
and connected to municipal utilities.  New service 
requirements are efficiently drawn from existing 
infrastructure and configured to meet the future 
needs of an evolving park program.  

The park will be equipped with hardware that can 
facilitate higher voltage needs for events with special 
power needs, as well as additional water/sewer 
hookups for pop-up providers such as food trucks 
and other temporary mobile amenities.
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For those who may say ‘déjà vu’ to another beach on the working port, Sugar Beach and HtO have 
shown that this is a Toronto typology which endures, from its universal appeal to straightforward upkeep.  

It is also a fitting response to the geography of the site that preceded the formation of the Port Lands. 

The balance of open spaces proposed for the Leslie Slip Lookout creates a place for all tastes:  a west-
facing beach profiting from those late afternoon golden hours of a summer outing; perched mounds 

to picnic or cuddle in the shade of trees, looking out over the beach crowd below; and a hierarchy 
of paths that invite brief stopovers for bike day trippers, and small adventures for kids.  A place of 

comfort and surprising vitality, the alure of the Leslie Slip Lookout will plant this far-off site into the public 
imagination as a distinct landmark within one of the Toronto’s most curious landscapes.

ANOTHER BEACH ?
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POLL #3 - DESIGN FEATURES

THE BEACH

THE LOOKOUT STRUCTURE

THE PLAZA

THE FORESTED DUNES

THE VIEWS OF THE SHIP CHANNEL

ALL OF THE ABOVE

A)

B)

C)

D)

E)

F)

WHAT DESIGN FEATURE ARE YOU MOST EXCITED ABOUT? 
(SELECT ONE)



project start + 
procurement

schematic 
design

design 
development

tender + 
construction

OCTOBER –
DECEMBER 2020

JANUARY –
APRIL 2021

APRIL –
NOVEMBER 2021

DECEMBER –
DECEMBER 2022

public engagement

park open

SPRING 2023

Schedule & Next Steps

* we are here
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▪ First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities will be invited to participate in 
upcoming Indigenous Community Sharing Meetings.

▪ Outreach and invitations will be provided to First Nations rights-holders 
and the local Métis Council, representative Indigenous organizations, 
Indigenous-led/Indigenous-serving agencies, and urban Indigenous 
communities.

Next Steps – Indigenous Engagement



We Want to Hear from You

▪ Please visit our project page for more information, to fill out a comment form, and 

to sign up for future email updates:

createto.ca/leslie-slip-lookout-park

▪ For more information, please contact:

Councillor Paula Fletcher 

Toronto-Danforth Councillor 

Councillor_Fletcher@toronto.ca

Jennifer Tharp

Manager, Development CreateTO

LeslieSlipLookout@createto.ca

createto.ca/leslie-slip-lookout-park


Q + A


